Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Message Text 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 01 BANGKO 13585 220359Z 
ACTION EA-09 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-00 AS-01 DHA-02 10-13 AID-05 CIAE-00 
DODE-00 NSAE-00 NSCE-00 SSO-00 USIE-00 INRE-00 
PM-04 H-01 INR-07 L-03 NSC-05 PA-01 PRS-01 SP-02 
SS-15 CU-02 /072W 

036430 220404Z/13 

0 220310Z JUN77 

FM AMEMBASSY BANGKOK 

TO SECSTATE WASHDC IMMEDIATE 3455 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE BANGKOK 13585 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
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SUBJECT: TRIAL OF OCTOBER 6 DETAINEES; STATUS OF OTHER DETAINEES 

REE: (A) BANGKOK 13316; (B) BANGKOK 13412; (C) BANGKOK 12606; 

(D) BANGKOK 11894; (E) BANGKOK 8031; (F) BANGKOK 10110; 

(G) STATE 140283 

SUMMARY: FOLLOWING IS UPDATE OF ARREST AND DETENTION 
SITUATION AFEECTING THOSE PERSONS APPREHENDED ON OCT 6, 

1976, TOGETHER WITH REES TO OTHER REPORTS GIVING STATUS 
OF DETAINEES UNDER NARC ORDER 22 AND ABORTIVE COUP OF 
MARCH 26. OF 3154 PERSONS ARRESTED OCT 6 AT THAMMASAT 
UNIVERSITY, ALL BUT 23 HAVE BEEN RELEASED OUTRIGHT OR 
ARE FREE ON BAIL. CHARGES ARE OUTSTANDING AGAINST 1 10 
PERSONS, AND NOT ALL OE THESE ARE 

EXPECTED TO BE BROUGHT TO TRIAL. CHIEE OF JUDGE 
ADVOCATE GENERAL DEPT TOLD EMBOEF JUNE 21, "I CAN ASSURE 
YOU THAT THESE PEOPLE WILL GET A EAIR TRIAL." END 
SUMMARY. 

1 . REFS F AND C NOTE THAT THE CASES OF ALL 27 PERSONS 
ARRESTED EOR COMPLICITY IN THE ABORTIVE COUP ON MARCH 26, 
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1977, HAVE BEEN DISPOSED OF. 

2. REF D PROVIDES THE LATEST AVAILABLE INEORMATION ON 
PERSONS DETAINED UNDER NARC ORDER 22. 

3. OCTOBER 6 DETAINEES - OE THE 3,154 PERSONS ARRESTED IN 
CONNECTION WITH THE OCTOBER RIOT AT THAMMASAT UNIVERSITY, 
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ONLY 1 10 STAND ACCUSED OF CRIMINAL INVOLVEMENT. OE THESE 
ONLY 23 ARE IN DETENTION AND 87 ARE OUT ON BAIL. FOLLOWING 
IS AN ACCOUNT OBTAINED JUNE 21 FROM SENIOR OFEICIALS OF THE 
MINISTRY OF INTERIOR AND THE MINISTRY OF DEFENSE REGARDING 
STATUS OE THESE 1 10 INDIVIDUALS: 

(A) AS REPORTED IN REF E THE PROSECUTION DEPT ORIGINALLY 
DECIDED TO DROP CHARGES AGAINST 36 INDIVIDUALS BECAUSE OE 
INSUEEICIENT EVIDENCE. ON JUNE 21, DIRECTOR GENERAL, DEPT. 

OP PUBLIC PROSECUTIONS, INFORMED EMBOFP THAT REVIEW OP 
THESE 36 CASES IS NEARLY COMPLETE AND A PINAL DECISION ON 
WHETHER TO PRESS CHARGES SHOULD BE MADE WITHIN THE NEXT 
DAY OR SO. HE INDICATED THAT HE PAVORS DISMISSING CHARGES. 
SINCE FINAL DECISION IS HIS, CHANCES APPEAR GOOD THAT 
CHARGES AGAINST THESE 36 PERSONS WILL BE DROPPED. ALL 36 
ARE OUT ON BAIL. MOST ARE FEMALE. MOST ARE STUDENTS, 

MANY OP WHOM HAVE RETURNED TO SCHOOL. IP CHARGES ARE 
BROUGHT AGAINST THESE 36 PERSONS, THEY WILL BE TRIED IN 
CIVIL COURT. ARTICLE 21 WILL NOT RPT NOT BE USED. 

4. THE REMAINING 74 PERSONS OUT OP THE TOTAL OF 1 10 
ACCUSED OP CRIMINAL BEHAVIOR FALL UNDER THE JURISDICTION OF 
THE MILITARY COURT. ACTUALLY, EVIDENCE HAD BEEN COLLECTED 
IMPLICATING 106 PERSONS, BUT ONLY 74 OP THE 106 WERE APPRE- 
HENDED. THE WHEREABOUTS OF THE REMAINDER APPARENTLY ARE 
UNKNOWN TO GOVERNMENT OFEICIALS. ONLY 23 OP THE 74 ARE IN 
DETENTION, WITH THE REMAINING 51 OUT ON BAIL. ACCORDING TO 
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MILITARY JUDT ADVOCATE GENERAL OFEICIALS, ALL OR MOST OF 
THE 23 IN DETENTION WERE ELIGIBLE FOR BAIL BUT FOR ONE 
REASON OR ANOTHER CHOSE TO REMAIN IN DETENTION. EVIDENCE 
AGAINST THESE 74 INDIVIDUALS, WHICH TOTALS SOME 30,000 PAGES, 

IS STILL BEING CONSIDERED. OFEICIALS ESTIMATE THAT A DETER- 
MINATION OP CHARGES SHOULD BE MADE BY THE LATTER PART OP JULY. 
LIKE THE CIVIL COURT TRIAL, SHOULD THERE BE ONE, THE MILITARY 
COURT WILL BE OPEN TO THE PRESS AND THE PUBLIC. THE COURT 
WILL CONSIST OP THREE MILITARY OPPICERS, ONE OP WHOM MUST BE 
A LAWYER. THERE IS NO OBJECTION TO AN EMBASSY OPFICIAL 
OBSERVING THE PROCEEDINGS. (PLEASE PROTECT ABOVE SOURCES.) 

5. COMMENT: WE HAVE MADE TEXT OP HOUSE SUBCOMMITTEE ON 
INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS TELEGRAM TO SECRETARY VANCE 
(REF G) AVAILABLE TO BOTH DIRECTOR GENERAL OP PUBLIC 
PROSECUTIONS AND THE CHIEF OF THE JUDGE ADVOCATE GENERAL 
DEPARTMENT, MINISTRY OP DEFENSE. THIS WILL ENSURE THAT 
HIGHEST LEVELS OP RTG ARE AWARE OP CONGRESSIONAL INTEREST 
IN PROCEEDINGS. CHIEF OF JUDGE ADVOCATE GENERAL DEPARTMENT 
IS MEMBER OP NARA AND INFORMED EMBOFP THAT HE WOULD REPORT 
TO MINISTER OF DEFENSE SANGAT SUBSTANCE OP THEIR MEETING. 
DIRECTOR OP PUBLIC PROSECUTIONS DEPARTMENT IS CLASSMATE OP 
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PRIME MINISTER THANIN. CHIEF OF JUDGE ADVOCATE GENERAL 
DEPARTMENT AND DIRECTOR-GENERAL OE PROSECUTION DEPARTMENT 
ARE LAWYERS BY TRAINING, THE LATTER A GRADUATE OF UNIVERSITY 
OF PENNSYLVANIA. CHIEF OF JUDGE ADVOCATE GENERAL DEPARTMENT 
COULD NOT ESTIMATE HOW MANY OF THE 74 PERSONS UNDER MILITARY 
JURISDICTION WOULD BE BROUGHT TO COURT BUT TOLD EMBOEF, 

"I CAN ASSURE YOU THAT THESE PEOPLE WILL GET A FAIR TRIAL." 
EMBASSY WOULD REMIND DEPARTMENT THAT ARREST OE THE 3,154 
PERSONS ON OCTOBER 6 TOOK PLACE AMID CHAOTIC AETERMATH OE 
VIOLENCE AT THAMMASAT UNIVERSITY. MOST WERE ARRESTED 
BECAUSE OF THEIR PRESENCE ON SCENE, AND ALL BUT 23 HAVE 
BREN RELEASED OUTRIGHT OR ARE FREE ON BAIL. INTERROGATION OF 
THOSE ARRESTED OCT 6 AND OTHER INTELLIGENCE MATERIAL HAS 
BEEN BASIS FOR PREPARATION OF CASES AGAINST THOSE ACCUSED. 
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CLEARLY, ONLY A PROPORTION OF THOSE WHO NOW 
STAND ACCUSED WILL BE BROUGHT TO TRIAL. 

RTG HAS MOVED CAUTIOUSLY AND DELIBERATELY AND 
IS NOW AT POINT WHERE ONLY A SMALL ERACTION OE THOSE 
ARRESTED ARE LIKELY TO BE CHARGED WITH CRIMINAL OFFENCES. 

TO OUR KNOWLEDGE THERE HAVE BEEN NO CASES OF BRUTALITY OR 
MISTREATMENT OE DETAINEES AND IT APPEARS THAT FINAL DECISION 
ON WHICH ACCUSED WILL BE CHARGED WITH WHAT PARTICULAR 
OFEENSES IS NOT RPT NOT MORE THAN A MONTH AWAY. 

WHITEHOUSE 
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